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THE CONCEPT Verdant gardens are the stuff 
dreams are made of, but in this age of global 
warming, it’s important to be mindful of the 
environment. “When our eco-conscious clients 
wanted to rip out a thirsty lawn but were 
concerned about getting a dry, dusty parking 
lot in its place, our solution was to take the 
indoors out,” says Patricia Benner, principal 
of L.A.- and San Francisco-based Benner 
Landscape Design (benner-design.com). “They 
wanted to implement sustainable practices into 
their home, so we worked with them to install 
a graywater system for irrigation and paired it 
with a drought-tolerant garden to conserve 
water.” Also on the wish list? Lavender and 
other Mediterranean plants.  
THE TEAM Benner led the team from her L.A. 
studio. “I started with a number of schematic 
layouts for the garden and worked with the 
clients to conceptualize the space,” she says. 
“Once we had the concept down, we went 
about detailing and furnishing the spaces so they 
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around the connecting spine of the entry path.” 

THE MATERIALS “To replace the green 
of grass on the ground plane, we used 
drifts of drought-tolerant shrubs and 
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Rio pea gravel,” Benner shares. “We also 
sought to bring green up the walls of the 
house with lush Boston Ivy and fragrant 
espaliered citrus trees.” Olive trees create 
a silvery overhead plane on which to hang 
wicker basket lights, while citrus and apple 
blossoms, jasmine, lavender and roses 
create a fragrant scent.
THE CHALLENGES “The biggest challenge 
was to make the entry garden feel like 
an outdoor living space and not a hub of 
circulation crosscurrents,” says Benner. 
THE HIGHLIGHTS Besides working with 
forward-thinking clients, Benner enjoyed 
implementing sustainable practices. “It was 
also fun to play with the idea of turning 
a garden upside down by lessening the 
emphasis on greens at the ground plane 
and instead focusing on greens at the 
vertical surfaces and overhead,” she says.

UNCOMMON GROUND
Keeping California’s arid climate in mind, Patricia Benner created a lush “grassless” 
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LEClockwise from top left: Light-
colored pavers provide a path 

to connect different areas 
of the yard; Patricia Benner 

topped the homeowners’ 
Smith & Hawken furniture with 

textiles and tableware from 
Nickey Kehoe; the rattan light 

fixtures are from Inner Gardens.


